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Ljiljana Jakovljevic had been Tairi’s lawyer for 30 years. She undertook the work 

of the legal representative fighting for Nedzibe’s home: ‘I would stay until 3am typing 

the appeals and complaints. It was a permanent state of urgency. Our administration 

is notoriously slow, but in this case, the municipality and city authorities brought 

decisions promptly. It was obvious that the investor was privileged.’ Supporting 

Nedzibe in crisis, the lawyer worked for less than one third of the normal tariff. 

Nedzibe suffered heart problems from the four years of stress and constant pressure 

by the investor. 

They decided to ask the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia (HCHR) 

for protection. The HCHR lawyer, Ljiljana Palibrk, took the initiative to increase public 

pressure. She sent the case to the president of the republic, parliamentarians, the city 

mayor, the chairman of the municipality, and international embassies. There was no 

response. She addressed the media and on 10 October 2007 the news agency BETA 

carried an article on the case and it was reported on the Serbian b92 online news 

channel. But silence soon followed again. There was no further media involvement. In 

spite of the lawyers’ appeals and claims that what the investor was doing was illegal, 

and while the process was still in court, the day of the house’s demolition was decreed 

as 6 December 2007.

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Serbia’s ‘disturbing’ rights record

Although the constitutional and legal human rights 

guarantees in Serbia are in accordance with the 

internationally accepted standards, the actual state 

of human rights has been more than disturbing. 

Therefore the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights 

in Serbia (HCHR) was established in September 

1994 as a professional organization working on the 

promotion of the idea of the rule of law and protection 

of human rights. 

Defying injustice: tackling 

the denial of the rights of 

an individual or group is 

only possible when a range 

of actors come together 

in solidarity to confront 

the various statutory 

institutions and economic 

power in Serbia.
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Repression, demolition and broken glass

Women in Black (WiB), an antimilitarist feminist group, heard about the case from 

the HCHR and WiB activist Ljiljana Radovanovic went to help to prevent the eviction 

and demolition. The situation was desperate. Two policemen, a representative from 

the municipality, the investor’s representative and four workers with tools arrived. The 

HCHR lawyer and WiB activist protested that there was no warrant for the demolition, 

without result. Nedzibe stayed with the family in the house threatening that she would 

blow herself up. The police broke into the house, dragged Nedzibe to the police 

station and kept her all day. Released late in the evening, she found only ruins, broken 

glass and pieces of her possessions left lying around. Nedzibe and her son put what 

was left of their furniture into a truck and left.

As a witness, WiB activist Radovanovic felt enraged and humiliated. She wrote a 

report to explain the injustice of the case and highlight the ethnic‑based repression 

and accused the municipality and the city of acting above the courts and the state. 

The media did not respond, but feminist activists in Serbia had developed alternative 

ways to get information out to the wider public. 

Spreading the word about injustice

One of those committed to this was Jasmina Tesanovic, an international writer, 

blogger and WiB activist. She posted Radovanovic’s report about the solidarity 

action on her blog (b92 Jasmina Tesanovic). Readers of the blog reacted more 

positively than expected, pointing out the human rights violation, the social injustice 

and corruption, and the responsibility of the state. Although there was no support 

from the mass media, the word spread: two international blogs (Advocacy Project 

and Orbus Belgium) posted the articles and the monthly magazine Republika 

published the case, accessible at CEEOL (Central and Eastern Europe Online 

Library). Zokster.net linked to the report and received comments as well. 

Radovanovic stayed in touch with Nedzibe Mitrovic, and two weeks later, she wrote 

an appeal to ask for citizens’ solidarity with Nedzibe, who needed accommodation 

and medicines. Tesanovic posted the appeal on her blog, opening a new round of 

debate. Institutional reaction was finally provoked. The manager of the municipality 

phoned the WiB office with a long explanation, attempting to whitewash what had 

happened and asking the author of the report and public appeal to write a retraction. It 

was a critical moment. The case was no longer a private matter. The investor started 

to offer small amounts of compensation. The lawyer asked for full compensation or 

a new home for Nedzibe. It was a question of strength, nerves and time. Nedzibe was 

exhausted with health problems. 
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::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Making resistance visible

Women in Black (WiB) Belgrade is a feminist and 

antimilitarist peace organization that was founded 

in 1991. In making the non‑violent resistance to 

militarism, war, sexism and nationalism visible, WiB 

has led around 700 street actions, from protests to 

performances. It has also built a women’s solidarity 

network, organized peace education, called for 

demilitarization and disarmament, and demanded 

accountability for war and war crimes. 

The Reconstruction Women’s Fund (RWF) contacted Radovanovic, who was in 

constant communication with Nedzibe, to offer support. The question was: what did 

Nedzibe need most at that moment? RWF could offer modest but flexible financial 

support for six months. RWF was buying time for Nedzibe and backing her up in a 

situation that was risky and close to blackmail. The investor started to raise his offer 

to the lawyer, but she remained adamant. Nedzibe’s housing was at stake. Finally 

the investor gave in and paid the full compensation for the home that was destroyed. 

The case was over. Nedzibe’s doctor advised her to move away to give herself time to 

recuperate. She bought a small house in a village and moved in. 

How the law can fail the poor

The case of Nedzibe offers a number of lessons in social justice and peacebuilding, 

most clearly that if she had stayed alone and isolated, she could neither have fought 

the legal complexities of the case nor survived the inhuman pressure and power of 

those with money. Her vulnerability was high because of her gender, poverty and 

ethnic background. Even with support, her prolonged personal involvement ruined 

her health. 

The poor cannot depend on the law for defence. Legality became a political 

obsession in Serbia after it was introduced by the conservative government that came 

to power in 2004. The concept was an excellent tool for the manipulation of justice 

and truth and provided an obstacle to those who could not afford to engage with 

the process. Bureaucracy on all levels worked in favour of the powerful and created 

barriers for those with no resources to fight back. The construction field, being very 

profitable, has proved open to corruption, while the privileges of the rich and powerful 

are obvious in comparison to poor people and those who respect the law. Any legal 

aid system should take account of the needs of those who would otherwise have no 

access to justice.

The use of blogs and the debates they provoked show new ways to articulate 

causes for concern. Tesanovic showed the power of a blog to announce, denounce, 

provoke debate and ask for accountability. It rouses empathy, breaks feelings of 

powerlessness and isolation and promotes citizens’ and activists’ voices. 



76	small  money, big impact

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Getting the word out

Jasmina Tesanovic has long used the internet to raise 

attention to undercover issues. A feminist, political 

activist with the groups Women in Black and Code 

Pink, translator, publisher and filmmaker, Tesanovic 

has been writing her blog on the b92 news site since 

2006. She is the author of Diary of a Political Idiot, a war 

diary written during the 1999 Kosovo war and widely 

distributed on the net. 

Ready to act against discrimination

All the organizations and individuals involved in this case have been ready to 

cooperate, to lead or to assist. The years of experience of the Helsinki Committee on 

Human Rights and Women in Black, which both have clear political vision and the 

boldness to challenge political injustice, enabled this case to be resolved eventually. 

Reconstruction Women’s Fund, a local foundation working on a comprehensive 

feminist platform against war, nationalism, racism and all kinds of discrimination, 

confirmed the effectiveness of its readiness to be involved, to act promptly and 

flexibly and to take a political stand. 

The case of Nedzibe demonstrates that the intersection of conflict, post‑conflict 

and sociopolitical transition is a ripe field for violence, while an ethnic background 

can become a tool for injustice through pressure, hate and threats. Stereotyping 

diminishes the individual, allowing discrimination and the withholding of rights and 

benefits. And, as always, poor women are extremely vulnerable when crossing the 

path of financial interest. 
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::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

		�  Drawing the threads together:  
the role of philanthropy in social justice 
and peacebuilding

The wide‑ranging case studies included in this report highlight the complex 

interconnections between social justice and peacebuilding. They also demonstrate 

how limited funding and interventions delivered in a timely manner by philanthropic 

organizations that possess local insights, knowledge and connections can go a long 

way towards breaking the silence around aspects of structural injustice, and build 

towards a culture of rights that contributes to more peaceful societies. 

The case studies emphasize the role of indigenous funders in often complex and 

difficult circumstances, bringing an awareness of where rights‑framed development 

work can contribute to peacebuilding and challenge established norms. When 

Nirnaya formed its supportive partnership with Syeda Faizunnisa of Kurnool, in 

Andhra Pradesh, this not only laid the basis for the upskilling and confidence building 

among many hundreds of impoverished Indian women, but also enabled positive 

relationships to be forged across diverse communities of women – Muslim, Christian, 

Hindu and tribal groups – that worked to alleviate intercommunal violence. 

Similarly, the Manusher Jonno Foundation, working with marginalized minority 

communities in Bangladesh; the Dalit Foundation’s programme of activities in 

partnership with the Association for Awareness and Human Rights in India; Tewa 

Protest movement: 

although constitutional 

and legal human rights 

guarantees in Serbia are 

in line with internationally 

accepted standards, 

cases like that of Nedzibe 

Mitrovic taken up by the 

Reconstruction Women’s 

Fund and other groups 

suggest that the actual 

state of human rights is 

far worse. 
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in Nepal working in partnership with Nagarik Aawaz to assist young people affected 

by conflict; and the solidarity in Serbia offered by the Women’s Reconstruction Fund 

to the beleaguered Nedzibe – all emphasize the crucial role of relationship building, 

awareness raising and a very basic belief in the value of human dignity and collective 

solidarity. Local partnerships were built on this basis to provide the critical added 

value dimension to philanthropic funding.

Equally, indigenous philanthropic organizations can have a finger on the pulse 

of the often fast‑moving developments in societies experiencing violent conflict, 

allowing them to exploit the potential of time‑limited strategic opportunities. Despite 

recent developments in their respective societies, the Neelan Tiruchelvam Trust (Sri 

Lanka), Fundación AlvarAlice (Colombia), the Community Foundation for Northern 

Ireland and The Abraham Fund Initiatives (Israel) demonstrate where philanthropic 

leadership can effect policy change or at least humanize the consequences 

of violence while sharing ideas and learning from other societies. The Neelan 

Tiruchelvam Trust brought members of the Association for Disabled Ex‑Soldiers 

and the Right to Life group to Belfast to meet with victims and survivor groups there, 

and AlvarAlice drew heavily on the experiences of South Africa in planning for the 

inclusion and reintegration of victims of violence in Colombia.

However, having access to independent, flexible sources of funding – often 

sourced externally to the country or region – was critical to enabling much of the work 

described in the case studies to take place. The potential for effective partnerships 

between indigenous funders and external philanthropic organizations or agencies 

is very important and needs to be developed in practice. Such partnerships work 

best where they hold to a shared understanding of a programmatic paradigm that is 

grounded in a recognition of peacebuilding and social justice.

Minority rights: the 

Manusher Jonno 

Foundation seeks to 

empower those from 

Bangladesh’s minorities, 

such as these women 

from the disadvantaged, 

marginalized and 

poverty‑prone Saontal 

community, to claim 

their rights. 



	drawing  the threads together� 79

Peacebuilding and social justice: a shared understanding

The nature of the work for social justice and peacebuilding depends largely on 

each societal context and the dimensions and stage of the prevailing conflict. In his 

study Making Peace (London, 1971) Adam Curle framed the progression of conflict in 

this way:

The progression of conflict

This provides a framing that can inform the potential for philanthropic investment 

at various stages of the conflict. At the point of early or latent conflict, actions might 

include raising awareness of injustice, particularly of structural injustice; supporting 

advocates and alliances for change; helping identify non‑violent strategies for 

change and related skills training; and facilitating marginalized or silenced groups to 

find their voice.

At the point of overt, ongoing conflict, funders can support:

the safeguarding of human rights;––

community‑based peacebuilding initiatives;––

skills training in negotiation and mediation approaches;––

development of imaginative, less threatening approaches, such as through the arts, ––

to discuss sensitive issues;

opportunities to open up informal contacts between combatants;––

inclusive dialogue to humanize ‘the enemy’ and enable people to hear what ‘the ––

others’ have to say;

work with victims of the conflict.––
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When conflict shifts into the search for sustainable peace, there are also important 

openings for funders:

transferring learning from other societies emerging from conflict;––

ensuring the voices of the marginalized are included in any peace settlement;––

rebuilding the lives of groups devastated so they do not become symbolic of previous ––

or future divisions;

supporting demilitarization and decommissioning of weapons;––

reintegrating victims and ex‑combatants into society;––

developing approaches to deal with issues arising from the violently contested past;––

reconfiguring a future that is rooted in a culture of rights and social justice.––

The opportunities for all these areas of work are expanded by the indigenous‑external 

philanthropic partnerships that are rooted in a shared understanding.

Relating this work to the case studies, it can be seen that the programmes 

undertaken by Manusher Jonno Foundation and the Dalit Foundation relate to 

the latent conflict phase. The former shows how discrimination faced by minority 

ethnic groups within Bangladesh is often hidden, while the Dalit Foundation 

study highlights how lack of confidence and organization among dalits can render 

them powerless. The Neelan Tiruchelvam Trust, AlvarAlice and The Abraham 

Fund Initiatives are all working within the spectrum of overt conflict, as is Tewa in 

Nepal, although the latter merges into the conflict transformation phase, which is 

where both the Women’s Reconstruction Fund and the Community Foundation for 

Northern Ireland are located. The areas of priority for both Nirnaya and the Women’s 

Reconstruction Fund, which focus primarily on structural injustice as it relates 

to women, remind us that the social justice lens cannot be confined to contested 

regions. This then brings us to consideration of the contribution of structural 

violence, in which discrimination, oppression and marginalization are experienced by 

specific groups or classes within society, so creating the circumstances of conflict. 

The members of the Foundations for Peace Network recognize that very often 

those people who engage in direct violence are seeking to address the perceived 

injustices of structural violence through fighting for systemic changes that might 

Rejecting violence: 

Foundations for Peace 

member Tewa has 

intervened with timely 

funding for Nepali 

organizations supporting 

women affected by conflict, 

such as those at this 

peace workshop who are 

exploring alternatives to 

revenge and gaining a voice 

to call for justice. 
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improve their lives. However, all too easily the inequalities that arise from structural 

barriers and radical imbalances of power can be related to ethnicity, religious 

affiliation, caste, nationality and other considerations. Social justice is generally 

viewed in terms of distributive justice, with an emphasis on how advantages, 

resources and power are distributed to groups of people across a society. But 

there is also the issue of positional injustice, such as differentiation on the basis 

of race, gender, disability or minority ethnic status, which is clearly relevant to the 

ethnic communities in the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh, the indigenous 

communities in Colombia or the Palestinian community in Israel. Within many 

violently contested societies there is a clustering of injustices, and while formal 

peacemaking often focuses on an end to the violence, sustainable peacebuilding 

requires not only the reduction of direct violence but also the development of a culture 

of rights that adequately addresses issues of social and economic justice. This is the 

point where peacebuilding and social justice become mutually reinforcing.

Social justice and peacebuilding philanthropy

The members of the Foundations for Peace Network have recognized that it is not 

enough to simply condemn violence or the lack of social justice; it is important to 

identify strategies for change that are smart, effective and acceptable within the 

respective societal context. 

In each of the case studies, the same factor emerges time and again: conflict 

stems out of the exercise of power and injustices perpetrated by the powerful. While 

power imbalances are often supported by established belief systems and traditional 

hierarchies, some of these come from an earlier history of resistance to colonialism 

and other historical circumstances. The almost inevitable consequence of this 

situation is that victims can become combatants, resulting in violent conflict that 

can serve to spread victimhood by perpetrating further injustices and abuses of 

human rights. 

This vortex between social injustice and violence serves to blur the clarity of 

distinction between oppressors and the oppressed, and between victims and 

combatants, as justifications are marshalled for the demonization of ‘the other’ 

community or group. This is where the importance of a local funder can play a part, 

where there is the courage to be able to ask questions of the apparent simplicities 

of the ‘them’ and the ‘us’, and the willingness to probe beneath the consequences of 

violence in order to identify its root causes. In sharply divided societies, small steps 

can take courage: making eye contact with a person from ‘the other’ group; sharing 

a meal with them; being prepared to listen to their point of view and to be open to the 

fact that it may be possible to share space in spite of differences. 

Indigenous funders can have the local knowledge to identify and work with 

individuals and organizations to make such initiatives happen, but working in 

partnership with other philanthropic organizations, they can also support measures 

that translate the learning from such initiatives into both policy recommendations 

and community mobilization.
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The role of philanthropy has been likened to acupuncture, in its search for the 

strategic points of action. Depending on context, such strategic points of action may 

be listening to silenced voices:

‘We never thought that it would be possible for us to educate our children in our 

own language. It is like a dream – but now the dream has come true as my daughter 

is now going to the Phulchhora Community School.’

Boda Soga, Rangamati District, Bangladesh, with the involvement of the  

Manusher Jonno Foundation

Strategic action may be found through the empowerment of groups of people that 

have been marginalized, like the dalit sweepers in India: 

‘I firmly believe that only leadership rising within the community can address the 

issue of manual scavenging more effectively. Young leaders in Ahmedabad have 

initiated a process to educate the sweepers to demand and use proper equipment. 

Further, many sweepers have stopped collecting human waste lying in and around 

public toilets. Their future plans include the education of the “civil society” to 

become more civil!’

Vijay Parmar, Ahmedabad, India, with the support of the Dalit Foundation

Or strategic action can take the form of demanding an inclusive peace process for a 

society emerging from more than 30 years of violence: 

‘The fact is that in many working class areas, it is groups like ours who originated 

as ex‑prisoner groups that are doing the peacebuilding work, because so‑called 

“nice” people from “nice” groups and agencies don’t want to be there and don’t 

see the problems in these areas as being anything to do with them. Peacebuilding 

is not “nice” work; it forces us all to look at ourselves, examine our beliefs and 

confront our prejudices.’ 

Marion Jameson, Armagh, Northern Ireland, with funding from the Community 

Foundation for Northern Ireland

These are three very different voices, working in very different circumstances, 

but all emphasizing the importance of local voice to work in partnership with local 

philanthropy for peacebuilding and social justice. The added value that locally 

based philanthropic organizations can bring to the work of peacebuilding and social 

justice includes:

the role of convening, to bring groups together across sectarian, ethnic, caste, ––

gender and other divides and work with partner organizations and initiatives to 

ensure that this can happen safely; 

proactive support for individual, group and community empowerment in order to ––

ensure that struggles around social justice and peacebuilding are inclusive of those 

people that have been most disadvantaged and marginalized; 

building networks of solidarity at both community and NGO level to advocate for ––

social change; 

being prepared to use the reputational capital and legitimacy of their position as ––

indigenous funders to support advocacy and recruit supporters and champions for 
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peacebuilding and change from broader sections of society, such as business, trade 

unions, media and politics;

being sensitive to the specific adverse impact of violent conflict, division and social ––

injustice on particular groups within communities, such as women or young people, 

and working with them to develop appropriate initiatives; 

being open to adopting a range of both grantmaking and non‑grantmaking ––

programmes in order to support work around peacebuilding and social justice;

building relations at an external international level and using examples of progressive ––

change and transitional justice approaches from other societies to challenge and 

broaden existing thinking.

However, the impact of strategic action for peacebuilding and social justice can be 

enhanced by partnership between internal and external philanthropic effort, in a 

situation where the indigenous trust or foundation can make external donors aware of 

current aspirations, hopes, fears and strategic opportunities.

Such partnerships work best where there is a respect for the learning that has 

emerged from the experience of philanthropic endeavour in areas of violent conflict. 

The work for both sustainable peace and building a culture of rights is invariably 

long term. The process of the strategic intervention is also often as important as the 

output, particularly where there is a need to empower disadvantaged groups. 

Given that one characteristic of a divided society is the prevalence of suspicion 

and conspiracy theories, there needs to be sensitivity as to how ‘well‑meaning’ 

interventions might be interpreted or misrepresented. Related to this, divisions 

within and between communities can be aggravated by an overly narrow, single‑issue 

agenda of a donor. Indigenous trusts and foundations can play a crucial role in 

mediating all these issues, bringing a flexibility of approach and understanding that 

larger external organizations may find more difficult to adopt.

The added value
Using small sums of money to achieve a big impact on sensitive and difficult issues 

requires the willingness and ability to move outside the comfort zone of much 

philanthropic grantmaking. It is also based on the premise that the sources of 

‘small money’ will be made available and that the importance of external‑internal 

philanthropic partnership approaches is recognized. What the external philanthropic 

partner brings is not only money but also a macro perspective and contacts that 

can be incredibly important in situations of violent conflict. What the local partner 

contributes is not just the added value element and the micro ‘pulse’ of the situation, 

but also the guarantee of living with the decisions taken. It is this combination that 

can deliver an effective strategic approach. Ultimately, those who are suffering as a 

result of violence and social injustice should expect no less. 
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::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Foundations for Peace

Vision	 Foundations for Peace envisions a pluralistic society across the world that respects 

human rights and dignity and in which conflicts are resolved through peaceful means.

Mission	 Foundations for Peace is a global network of independent, indigenous funders 

working to advance equality, diversity and interdependence in areas of entrenched 

and persistent communal conflict with a history of, or potential for, violence.

Goals	 Foundations for Peace has three strategies. These are:

to draw lessons from and share models of good practice in peacebuilding that have ––

been implemented within and between local communities;

to influence and advance public policy to support equality, diversity and ––

interdependence nationally and internationally;

to inform, influence and increase the flow of philanthropic funds to support ––

indigenous peacebuilding foundations across the globe.

Objectives	 To implement these strategies, Foundations for Peace will pursue the following 

objectives:

to ensure that the membership and leadership of Foundations for Peace is diverse in ––

religion, gender and culture and reflect all regions of the globe;

to promote solidarity between members to provide individual and organizational ––

support;

to build individual and organizational capacity through sharing skills, knowledge, ––

experiences and good practices;

to promote collaboration between members (programmatic, training, research, ––

resource mobilization);

to gather, analyse and disseminate the collective learning of network members.––

Values	 Foundations for Peace values the sanctity of human life as set out in the United 

Nations Declaration of Human Rights (1948). 

In particular, Foundations for Peace wishes to make a distinctive contribution to 

peacebuilding in areas of entrenched and persistent communal conflict with a history 

or potential of violence. The values that underpin network members’ philanthropic 

interventions in areas of such conflict are equality, diversity and interdependence.

Foundations for Peace is non‑partisan and shall not take positions on global 

political issues. Each member authority will have full autonomy to develop policies, 

positions and practices relevant to its mission and philosophy within its sphere 

of interest.
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Foundations for Peace Network

Foundations for Peace Secretariat 

Community Foundation for Northern Ireland

Community House

Citylink Business Park

Albert Street

Belfast BT12 4HQ

Tel: +44 28 90 245 927

Fax: +44 28 90 329 839

Email: moninaoprey@foundationsforpeace.org; 

akilmurray@communityfoundationni.org

Web: www.foundationsforpeace.org

The Abraham Fund Initiatives

9 East 45th Street

New York, NY 10017

USA

Tel: +1 212 661 7770

Fax: +1 212 935 1834

Email: info@abrahamfund.org

Web: www.abrahamfund.org 

Represented by: Ami Nahshon 

Community Foundation for Northern Ireland

Community House

Citylink Business Park

Albert Street

Belfast, BT12 4HQ

Northern Ireland

Tel: +44 28 90 245 927

Fax: +44 28 90 329 839

Email: info@communityfoundationni.org; 

akilmurray@communityfoundationni.org

Web: www.communityfoundationni.org 

Represented by: Avila Kilmurray

Dalit Foundation 

C ‑ 58 (2nd floor)

South Extension, Part Two

New Delhi ‑ 110049

India

Tel : +91 11 41640929

Fax : +91 11 41643459

Email: fundraising@dalitfoundation.org

Web: www.dalitfoundation.org

Represented by: Santosh Kumar Samal 

Fundación AlvarAlice

Edificio Avenida 100 

Carrera 100 # 16 ‑ 20

Oficina 403

Cali 

Colombia

Tel: +57 2 333 12 30

Fax: +57 2 333 64 93

Email: info@alvaralice.org 

Web: www.alvaralice.org

Represented by: Oscar Rojas

Manusher Jonno Foundation

House # 10, Road # 1 

Block F Banani Model Town 

Dhaka 1213 

Bangladesh

Tel: +88 02 8824309 / 8811161

Fax: +88 02 8810162

Email: info@manusher.org; Anams@manusher.org

Web: www.manusher.org 

Represented by: Shaheen Anam

Neelan Tiruchelvam Trust

16/6A Ward Place

Colombo 07 

Sri Lanka 

Tel : +94 11 2690991 / 2690992 

Fax : +94 11 2690993

Email: ntt@neelan.org

Website : www.neelan.org

Represented by: Sithie Tiruchelvam, Sheila Richards
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Nirnaya

# 11, Deepti Apartments, S.P. Road 

Secunderbad‑26, A.P. 

India

Tel: +91 40 27805089

Fax :+91 40 27717305

Email : Nirnayahyd@gmail.com

Web: www.nirnaya.org

Represented by: Lalita Missal 

Reconstruction Women’s Fund 

Vlajkoviceva 15 

11000 Beograd 

Serbia

Tel: +381 11 3222 751

Fax: +381 11 3235 592

Email: office@rwfund.org 

Web: www.rwfund.org

Represented by: Slavica Stojanovic 

Taso Foundation

#15, Rezo Tabukashvili Str.

0108, Tbilisi

Georgia

Tel: +995 32 920595

Fax: +995 32 920595

Email: info@taso.org.ge

Web: www.taso.org.ge

Represented by: Marina Tabukashvili

Tewa

Dhapakhel VDC

Lalitpur

Nepal

Tel: 00977 5572654 / 5572235

Fax: 00977 5572659

Email: tewa@mail.com.np; info@tewa.org.np

Web: www.tewa.org.np

Case study contributor: Rita Thapa 
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::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

A note on membership of the  
Foundations for Peace Network

Membership criteria	 Full membership of Foundations for Peace is open to independent, indigenous, 

activist grantmaking foundations currently working in divided societies and 

addressing issues of peacebuilding, social inclusion and/or social justice.

Affiliated membership	 Affiliated membership is open to those independent, indigenous grantmaking 

foundations that would meet the full membership criteria and who are interested in 

FFP’s work but do not feel that they have the capacity to become full members at their 

point of application.

Associated membership	 Associated membership is open to foundations, groups or individuals that do not 

meet the full membership criteria but have an interest in our work and share our ethos 

and values. These members should have the potential to contribute to the work of the 

Network and be active in the field of social justice, human rights, peacebuilding and 

social inclusion.

Process	 Membership is subject to applicant organizations submitting an ‘expression 

of interest’ form which is available in several languages on our website – 

www.foundationsforpeace.org 
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Culture seems to affect the lives of European citizens more and more. In 

2007 the European Union (EU) endorsed ‘A European agenda for culture in a 

globalising world’, their ‘first-ever strategy for culture’.

To anyone familiar with the history of the EU, this was groundbreaking news. Culture 

had for the first time been elevated into the premier league of EU politics. In this 

book, which ranges from cosmopolitan philosophy to Playstation games, Norwegian 

sociologist Hans Erik Næss investigates the case further: what is the content of this 

strategy, what is new about it, and how will it affect European and national cultures?

Written in an easily accessible style, this book allows the reader to explore these 

questions. It provides students, philanthropists, culture journalists, artists, NGO 

staff, politicians and the like with a creative introduction to the interactions between 

EU policies and European culture.

For this title Alliance Publishing Trust (APT) provided a complete service including:

Editing and proofreading––  – done by people familiar with foundations and the 

NGO sector

Design––  – including cover, layout, materials and text styles

Distribution and sales –– – worldwide distribution and advertising; sales via book 

wholesalers and individual bookshops and online via Amazon and our own website

Project management –– – complete attention from beginning to end

Do you want to publish a book or report but you’re not really a publisher?  

We can offer the same complete publishing service to you at very  

reasonable prices. 

For more information contact David Drewery at david@alliancemagazine.org

Recently published
A new agenda? 
The European Union  
and Cultural Policy  
by Hans Erik Næss 

“�New to the world 

of publishing, I 

was exceptionally 

pleased with how 

well APT took 

care of me and my 

book project.” 

Hans Erik Næss 

Alliance magazine
APT also publishes Alliance magazine, the leading global 

magazine on philanthropy and social investment. The quarterly 

magazine and monthly eBulletins are designed to keep 

subscribers up to date with new developments and new ideas.

To subscribe to Alliance please visit  

www.alliancemagazine.org  

or contact alliance@alliancemagazine.org



The importance 
of philanthropic 
contributions to 
social justice and 
peacebuilding 
work in divided 
and conflict-torn 
societies 

Small Money, 
Big Impact

Foundations for Peace

Drawing on nine detailed case studies from eight countries 

in Asia, Latin America and Europe, this illustrated report 

discusses the relationship between social justice and 

peacebuilding while reflecting on the added value of using 

indigenous foundations to deliver local programmes in 

areas of conflict and division. A common theme is how 

small amounts of money can leverage major impact in terms 

of building solidarity and partnerships for social change. 

The Foundations for Peace Network was initiated 

in 2003 with the mission of developing a network of 

independent indigenous funders that work locally in order 

to advance social justice and peacebuilding in areas 

of entrenched and persistent communal conflict. The 

Foundations for Peace Network believes that philanthropy 

both can and should make a commitment to addressing 

these issues in partnership with local independent 

funders to draw maximum long-term benefit locally while 

contributing to global learning.

Small Money, Big Impact is a report drawn from 

the combined experiences of nine independent 

charitable trusts and foundations that are members 

of the Foundations for Peace Network. What is both 

unique and compelling about these organizations 

is that they are all indigenous to, and working in, 

societies that have been marked by deep communal 

divisions and violent conflict. They share a 

commitment to social justice and peacebuilding in 

often difficult and complex circumstances. 

www.alliancemagazine.org   I   SBN 978 0 9558804 5 2

Contributors

The Abraham Fund Initiatives 

Israel and USA

Community Foundation for 

Northern Ireland 

Northern Ireland

Dalit Foundation 

India

Fundación AlvarAlice 

Colombia

Manusher Jonno Foundation 

Bangladesh

Neelan Tiruchelvam Trust 

Sri Lanka

Nirnaya 

India

Reconstruction Women’s Fund 
(RWF) 

Serbia

Tewa 

Nepal 
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